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STATE OF WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
P.O. Box 40002 • Olymp'a, Washington 98S04-0002 • (360) 753-6780 * www.governor.w3.gov

March 30,2004

The Honorable Michael O. Leavitt, Administrator
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency APR 2 0 2dr»
Ariel Rios Building OFRCEOFfiffi
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW '̂ CUTIVES^J^
Washington, DC 20004

Dear Admini

I have watched with great interest the recent developments surrounding the Lake Roosevelt
superrund site, and I am writing to again voice Washington State's views on the cleanup process.

In our dorresporiderice with the^.SJtnvironihcntal Protection Agency (EPA) Region X,

n^iatttf Eiabih'ty'Actr(CBRCIiA:) isthc appropriate ifc^iulatoiy tool'fdr widresBing the
dKaracten^atioh arid i^rnedian'otfbF^htairiinatibii at' Lake Roosevelt After Jmany,inbiithJs"bf '

an important 'ttteptor ttfe cl&hup'prV^s'wh^ it is^
Administrative Order (UAO)for Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study to Teck Cominco
Metal Ltd I also understand 'that for the jpa& several weeks EPA and otter federal agencies have
been engaged in discussions with the Canadian federal government regarding Lake Roosevelt
and the UAO, and'that Washington has not been included.

:•'-. •:.•'. •. <" ' ;- ;:.c :-t, ;• .• • ; . , • • - .
Washington believes the administrative and legal mechanisms, which Congress integrated into
CERCLA. are appropriate and necessary for the resolution of contamination issues, particularly
at very large, complex sites like Lake Roosevelt As a natural resource trustee for. Lake
Roosevelt and a state regulator of hazardous waste contamination, Washington State strongly
encourages EPA to continue forward with- the CERCLA process; The rigor of the CERCLA
RI/FS process is the best method to ensure adequate characterization of Lake Roosevelt and to
guide Appropriate cleanup decisions: Washington supports EPA's current effort to scope this
study, and also belie'ves that CERCLA's provisions provide the appropriate means to ensure that
the responsible parties, not American faxpayers;''fund the cleanup process.

Fih!aUy?5;nbte^^witKe-xtrem^dia'appoinfeient that Washington State has not been included in the
" : CahaM Washington"^ interests a s a natural

,, (

essential that Washingtbrf te Briefed on the substance^F discussion^ thus iiar and be included in
any ftniRer discussions between ithe Uriiied States and the federal government of Cahkda
regarding Lake Roosevelt

f> fit'
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Washington State looks forward to continued work with EPA on Lake Roosevelt, and the
implementation of a cleanup process that protects the health of Washington's citizens and natural

'Gary
Governor

cc: John lanli EPA Region X
Joseph Pakootas, Colville Confederated Tribes
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Martina Richard
05/05/2004 08:55 AM

To: Monica Tonel/R10/USEPA/US@ERA
cc:

Subject: Re: AX-0402652: Itr to Administrator Leavitt from Governor Locke
AX-0402587: Itr to Administrator Leavitt & John lani from Chairman of
the Colville Tribe

Please see below...

..... Forwarded by Martina Richard/R10/USEPA/US on 05/05/2004 08:54 AM -----

Preston White
05/04/2004 07:23 AM

To: Martina Richard/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
cc: SharonVanMeter/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Subject: Re: AX-0402652: Itr to Administrator Leavitt from Governor Locke
AX-0402587: Itr to Administrator Leavitt & John lani from Chairman of
the Colville Tribe^l

05/04/04

Hello Martina:

Per your request, AX-0402652 and AX-0402587 have been upgraded. Both documents are now
to be written for the Administrator's signature. If you have any furthere questions, please don't hesitate to
get in touch.

Thanks.

Preston L. White


